
Camp John Manley May 9th/63 

Brother Thorpe 
I take t h i s o p p o r t u n i t y t o w r i t e you a few l i n e s t o inform you 

t h a t I am w e l l & hope you are the same. Since I wrote l a s t we went 
across the River t o v i s i t w i t h our neighbors the Rebels and wh i l e we 
were over there we got i n t o a fuss w i t h them. I t turned out t o be 
qu i t e a f i g h t . The loss i n t h i s Regt. i n k i l l e d wounded and missing 
i s over 200. We s t a r t e d away from t h i s Gamp the 15th of A p r i l and 
went up t o K e l l y s Ford and stayed there about a f o r t n i g h t and then 
crossed the River and marched about 25 miles i n one day to a place 
c a l l e d G h a n c e l l o r s v i l l e . We got there Thursday n i g h t and Saturday 
n i g h t v;e v/are attacked about Sunset. 7/e l a y i n a R i f l e P i t and the 
Rebels came up i n our Rear V/e fought there about a h a l f an hour and 
the Rebels o u t f l a n k e d us and we had t o ru n . V7e had t o run about 4 0 
rods to a piece of woods. The B u l l e t s and s h e l l s were pouring i n from 
3 sides The 11th Corps have got a bad name f o r running except Bush-
becks Brigade The 154th are i n t h a t Brigade. Gen Bushbeck s a i d t h i s 
Regt stood longer than they had ought t o but we d i d not know when we 
were o u t f l a n k e d and supposed one Brigade could whip Jacksons v/hole 
Army Col. Jones was wounded and no t h i n g has been heard from him 
Our Adjutant was k i l l e d Take i t a l l round i t was the worst time I 
ever got i n t o . Sometime ago I wrote about s t a y i n g i n D i x i e t i l l I 
had seen the Elephant I b e l i e v e I have seen a l l I want t o now. \lhen 
they have another f i g h t I t h i n k I w i l l get excused. I had been t o l d 
t h a t the Rebs. would not f i g h t , t h a t we had but t o show them f i g h t 
and they would run but the running where I had a chance t o see was 
a l l the other way. The rebels were a l l drunk and marched up t o our 
r i f l e p i t as s t r a i g h t as i f they had been on B a t t a l i o n D r i l l . Whiskey 
and gunpowder were found i n the canteens o f the p r i s o n e r s and t h e i r 
dead turned b l a c k soon a f t e r being k i l l e d . 

May 12th We have been p a i d f o u r months pay today and I w i l l 
enclose a check f o r f o r t y D o l l a r s (Jr^40.00) I got a l e t t e r from 
Rosanna w h i l e a t K e l l y s Ford Postmarked Swampscott Write soon and 
send me some Postage Stamps i f you please 

I came away from the B a t t l e F i e l d i n such a h u r r y t h a t I l o s t 
e v e r y t h i n g I had and so d i d a l l the r e s t o f the Regt. I have stood 
up 3 n i g h t s since the B a t t l e i n r e f r e s h i n g showers of r a i n w i t h o u t 
any t e n t or blanket 

No more a t present 
Yours i n Haste 

John N. P o r t e r 


